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BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE NJ ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
Minutes of the Meeting of November 19, 2018 

 
Members Present: Scott Beckman, Steve Goodman, Meredith Kates, Scott 
Raymond, Fred Rubel, Adam Tate.   
Not Present: Ed Alter; Bob Cinek; Tom Wiseman; Frank Pizzella, Council Liaison. 
Guest: Christine Favorito - AmeriCorps NJ Watershed Ambassador 
Meeting Opened: ~ 7:05PM - Mr. Cinek was unable to attend.  The minutes for this 
meeting were prepared by Fred Rubel.  
 
I. Commission Business - 
A. Minutes of the Oct. 15, 2018 Meeting – Approved, as finalized. 
B. Correspondence and Email Membership Update (2019) (Meredith) – None 
reported. 
C. Budget Update (Tree Bank Fund and Name) (Scott/Frank)  

• About $526 remains in the EC budget for 2018.  Scott Raymond will look into 
placing an order for official EC member shirts.  An early line-item budget is to 
be developed by the EC and submitted for 2019.  This should include $370 for 
ANJEC membership activities.  A 2018 budget subcommittee was formed that 
will include Scott Raymond and Fred Rubel, with Scott Beckman taking the lead. 

• Scott Raymond reported that the “Builders Escrow” account had recently been 
at about $25,000.  $14,220 was recently committed for tree plantings soon, or 
possibly this spring.  The EC was not included, and had no input regarding this.  
It is not known if the Arborist was involved.  Displeasure was voiced regarding 
the species that were selected for the planting and puzzlement existed as to 
how the locations slated to receive the trees was decided. 

D. Membership (Meredith)  
• With the current Secretary being less available, Steve Goodman volunteered to 

check the Environmental Commission mailbox on a regular (~weekly) basis for 
any items that the EC needs to act on - - especially notifying Meredith if any 
plans are received that the EC is required to review.   

• For 2019 it is anticipated that Bob and Tom will transition to be “Alternate” 
Members due to their more limited availability to attend meetings, and those 
who are currently alternates becoming regular members and thereby eligible for 
office. 

II. Guest Presentation (Christine Favorito, AmeriCorps NJ Watershed Ambassador:     
WMA 5 Hackensack Riverkeeper, Inc.)  

• Christine indicated that she has a degree in biology, is working on behalf of the 
NJDEP under a one year AmeriCorps NJ assignment, is assigned to the 
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Hackensack and Hudson River watersheds in eastern Bergen and Hudson 
Counties, and is hosted by the Hackensack Riverkeeper. 

• Half of what Christine does is outreach and half is actual research. 
• As an ambassador Christine has a focus on: water quality; training for the 

public; and on stream assessments - especially macro invertebrate habitat 
assessments.  She is available to be called upon as a free resource to Hillsdale, 
including for presentations and workshops, green infrastructure projects, and 
natural area restoration projects. 

• Christine will be doing a “Visual Stream Assessment Training” for the public on 
Sunday, December 16th at the Teaneck Creek Conservancy from 12 PM to 3 PM. 
RSVP your interest in attending to Christine at: 
ambassador@hackensackriverkeeper.org or by calling 201-968-0808 x 108. 

III. Committee Updates                                                                        
A. Community Forestry Grant -       

1. Status (Arborist Review, EAB) (Frank) - An update was not available.  
Frank was not in attendance. 
2. Shade Tree Core Training Update (Steve) - The shade tree core training 
scheduled soon for Cherry Hill will also be given this spring in Paramus.  There 
is uncertainty as to whether more than one person from the EC can attend. 
3. Tree Planting (by BA and DPW) Update, Budget, etc. (Scott, Frank) – 
(See item I.C., above) 
4. Tree Ordinance Status Update - An update was not available.  Frank was 
not in attendance.     
5. Saplings Spring Program 2019/Decision Needed by Dec. 15 on 
Details and Logistics (Meredith) - If we are to participate in the “Spring 
Saplings” program, we will need better DPW support, input on the quantity of 
saplings to be distributed, and a good date (April/May) with better lead time - - 
so that 3 to 4 people from the EC can assist.  500 instead of 1000 saplings 
might be a better number to deal with.  Scott Beckman suggested that it would 
have been good to get feedback on survival for saplings that were planted 
previously. 

B. Alexander's Cleaners Remediation (Update/article in Pascack Press) - 
Fred reviewed the article/situation briefly.  No update. 
C. Inter-Municipal Suez Walkway Update (Ed, Meredith, Frank) – Meredith read 
and gave a short report (in the absence of Ed and Frank) on the revised Suez 
agreement updating that it has been received and reviewed by Ed on behalf of the 
borough, and he recommended signing at this point.  Ed also contributed key 
recommendations to the governing body about items needing to be addressed 
internally, including construction of the parking lot in the grassy area on the eastern 
end of Church, construction of the pedestrian walking path from the parking lot to the 
gate at Reservoir & Church Roads which will avoid the vehicular traffic on Church 
Road, and clearing the Hillsdale portion of the trail of downed trees, and otherwise 
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creating a safe walking path.  Budget concerns should also be addressed for garbage 
collection, signage, security camera, pedestrian gate, and monitoring of same by the 
Hillsdale Police Department. 
D. Recycling Issues and Outreach/Need to Update Flyers for Clarity/EC 
Role/Meet with DPW? (Frank) - An update was not available.  Frank was not in 
attendance. 
E. Sustainable Jersey Hub Update/Hillsdale Hosting Nov. 27 (7:00 pm) - - 
Agenda and Needs (Adam) – An agenda was recently provided, with EC members 
again invited to attend.  As Hillsdale is the host for this meeting, Fred agreed to put 
together a ~10 minute presentation to attendees on Hillsdale.   
F. ERI Update (Fred) 

• Scott Beckman indicated no progress to report on the “D. Geology,” “G. 
Hydrology (Groundwater + Surface Water),” and “M. Contaminated Sites and 
Sources of Pollution” sections of the ERI. 

• Fred Rubel indicated he has not made much progress as a result of being very 
busy.  Section I “Land Use,” however, has been started since having this is a 
primary responsibility of the EC (‘maintain an inventory of open space’).  Scott 
Beckman suggested that aerial data might be useful.  Fred stated data already 
exists that will require an update and additional details from the Borough, which 
will be requested when this is ready.  Very specific definitions of “open space” 
exist in NJ’s Land Use Ordinance, and we need to create our lists on the basis 
of those definitions.   

• Scott Raymond/others asked if there was anything they could help with at this 
time.  Fred explained that public input will be sought especially for the wildlife 
and vegetation section, but we are not ready to solicit public assistance or 
assistance from other EC members on this yet.  

IV. Planning and Zoning 
A. 333 Washington Ave. (Meredith) - This application will not expected to be 
further acted on until January. 
 
V. Other Business 
It was mentioned that a lot of tree removal with stumps visible has occurred in 
Beechwood Park.  Nobody present knew what this was about.  Steve Goodman 
indicated that when the tree work was done along Lafayette Ave., behind the Kings 
supermarket on the other side of Pascack Brook earlier this year on the public 
property, the Borough Engineer was aware of why the work was being done.  It was 
also unknown if this was being coordinated with the Arborist.  Meredith or Scott R. 
will check with the Borough Engineer to find out about this. 
Meeting Adjourned: ~8:35 PM 
Next Meeting: December 17th at 7:00 PM 


