
BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE NJ - ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION  
Minutes for the Meeting of Sept. 17, 2018 

 
In Attendance: Meredith Kates, Steve Goodman, Fred Rubel, Adam Tate, Scott Raymond,  
Ed Alter, Frank Pizzella.   
Meeting Opened: ~ 7:05PM - Mr. Cinek was unable to attend.  The minutes for this meeting were 
recorded by Fred.  
I. Commission Business 

a. Minutes of the Previous Meeting - The minutes of the Environmental Commission’s last 
meeting on Aug. 20, 2018 were approved. 
b. Correspondence and email 

1.  PSEG (substation notice) – Relevant materials regarding this were not available 
at the meeting.  This item was tabled. 

c. Membership (2019) – Options for Environmental Commission (“EC”) Member status in 
2019, to accommodate changes in individual availabilities were considered.  This will be 
looked into further and firmed up at a later date 

II. Community Advisory 
a. Community Forestry Grant/EOB Update – Mr. Pizzella reported that the Community 
Forestry Grant has now started, although later than hoped.  John Lindson is the arborist 
under this contract.  An evaluation of the Emerald Ash Borer problem in Hillsdale is taking 
place and a report should be available in about two months.  EC members must not 
contact/task the arborist, since he is a consultant who charges Hillsdale “by the hour.”  To 
help control Hillsdale’s expenditures/budget for this, any EC interaction with the hired 
arborist should be coordinated through John DeJoseph or Frank Pizzella.  The EC is to 
receive [a draft of] the report on the status of trees on public property in Hillsdale before 
it is formally issued.   
b. Tree Ordinance Status Update - The next Ordinance Committee meeting will review a 
draft of the tree ordinance, mainly as prepared by Mr. Ed Alter (and former member 
Elizabeth Sneickus).  The current formula is two new trees to be “banked” for each tree 
removed.  An issue to be addressed is a mechanism for maintaining planted trees.  The 
current tree “bank” (“escrow account”?) is more than $21,000 or maybe $24,000, with the 
last planting having been paid for about four (4) years ago.  It was mentioned that there is 
a ‘tree mart’ for Bergen County communities (“Tree Land”?), where the cost to be charged 
for a planting is $350 per tree, planted ("turn-key").  The Borough Administrator, Jonathan 
DeJoseph, wants to get trees planted by November.  Billy Hafler of the DPW is going to be 
working on where replacement trees should be planted.  The Council Liaison to the EC is 
to follow up with the Borough Administrator regarding plantings and the status of the tree 
bank account. 
c. Alexander's Cleaners Remediation - The Chairperson of the EC sent member-prepared 
comments to the NJDEP that included concerns expressed by Borough Engineer, Chris 
Statile.  The comments have not yet been acknowledged by the NJDEP.  A question was 



posed as to whether, after the state pays for and completes remediation of a site, a town 
could be granted ownership of such a property.  The outcome of property ownership 
under this outcome was not known.  

III. Community Items- Updates and Follow-Up 
a. Inter municipal Suez Walkway Update (Ed) – No date yet set for resolution. 
b. Ample Harvest- Summer 2018 (Meredith) – No update. 
c. Recycling Issues and Outreach (Flyer, Bins etc.) – Scott Raymond's excellent recycling 
graphic board will likely be put on display at Town Hall.  There is an urgent need to clarify 
details of what can and cannot be recycled since confusion exists regarding acceptance of 
several items, such as milk and juice cartons, and jugs.  Apparently clean aluminum foil can 
be included in the recycling stream.  Wyckoff has an excellent brochure explaining their 
town's recycling program.  The Business Administrator and the Mayor are expected to 
consider updates to Hillsdale's flyer.  Although it likely resides with an individual at the 
DPW, a Recycling Coordinator for Hillsdale does not appear to have been designated.  The 
EC’s calls attempting to coordinate are not being returned.  It was suggested that better 
information on this be posted to Hillsdale’s website.  The Council Liaison to the EC will 
address these issues with others.  There was general agreement that we need to be more 
proactive in addressing recycling issues, and Hillsdale could benefit from a strategic plan. 
d. County Wide Styrofoam Recycling Drive (Sept. 22-23) – Brief discussion.  No update. 
e. Town Day Wrap Up - A take away from the town day event is that residents were 
confused about recycling and who to contact regarding such questions.  The Council 
Liaison to the EC will also address this. 

IV. Planning and Zoning 
a. 333 Washington Ave. – Action on this application has now been postponed 

V- ERI-Update and Plans (Fred) –  
• Scott Beckman volunteered to prepare the following sections: 

“D. Geology” 
“G. Hydrology (Groundwater + Surface Water)” 
“M. Contaminated Sites and Sources of Pollution” 

• A standard format for preparing the content of individual sections of the ERI was 
developed and issued by Fred to Scott B. and to Meredith on August 23, 2018. 

• Section A ”Regional Relationships,” has been started by Fred.   
• Scott Beckman has no substantive written material yet.  However, he continues to gather 

information for the geology and hydrology of Hillsdale.  He expects to have some write-
ups shortly. 

• A draft cover page, a draft preface, and a Table of Contents has been prepared by Fred 
and was provided to EC members via email and at the meeting, for review and any 
comment.  

VI. Trainings –  
a. NJ Spotlight Roundtable: NJ's Energy Future - Energy Efficiency  
Friday, September 21, 2018 from 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM Robert Treat Hotel  
50 Park Place, Newark, NJ 07102.  New Jersey is getting serious about reducing how much 
energy its businesses and public use.  A new law enacted this spring mandates significant 



cuts in consumption of electricity and gas.  If achieved, it could by one projection lead to 
savings of up to $200 million a year for customers.  A panel of industry experts, 
policymakers, and clean energy advocates explain how we reach that goal and what needs 
to happen to get there. 
b. ANJEC Continental Congress (Fri. Oct. 12 West Windsor) – Interest for any EC 
attendees was solicited. 

VII- Advocacy Requests 
a. ANJEC - Amended Plastic Bag Resolution- Resolution Recommending  
State Action for New Jersey’s Comprehensive Bag Policy (for council) - The latest 
information is that the governor vetoed/did not sign the tax on the use of plastic bags 
bill which is what ANJEC was hoping would happen.  ANJEC is asking municipalities to 
support a municipal ban, or advocate for a new revised state ban on throw-away plastic 
bag use by passing a resolution of support once it is drafted. 
b. Ken Dolsky - Resolution Opposing Meadowlands Gas Power Plant  
(for council) - Dolsky made a good presentation, and is requesting that Hillsdale oppose 
the Meadowlands gas power plant.   The Council Liaison EC will address this with the 
council. 
 

Meeting Adjourned: ~8:35 pm 

Next Meeting: October 15th at 7:00pm 

 


