
Hillsdale Environmental Commission 

Minutes – 10/16/2017 

 

Members in attendance: Ed Alter, Bob Cinek, Meredith Kates, Elizabeth Snieckus, Adam Tate 

Members absent: Scott Raymond, Sachiko Goodyear, Liaison Frank Pizella, Jack Stubbs, Tom Wiseman  

Guests:  Concerned residents living adjacent to the Tandy Allen Property, Hillsdale resident Christina Giovanni 

Meeting open:  7:00 pm 

 

I. General Business: 

a. Adopted minutes from 9/18/2017 meeting - No further action required. 

b. Correspondence, email – No new correspondence. 

c. Membership update – Briefly discussed possible new member candidates. Frank Pizella 

and Adam Tate offered recommendations of residents, whom the EC hopes to meet, in 

the near future. Meredith Kates introduced a Hillsdale resident, who is a recent college 

graduate with a degree in Environmental Science. The EC spoke with Christina to discuss 

her interests and possibilities for contribution to the Environmental Commission. The EC 

is encouraged by her enthusiasm for environmental sustainability, interest in improving 

the Hillsdale community, and her positivity.  

II. Recent Business – Follow Up: 

a. Emerald Ash Borer -  Liaison Frank Pizzella is to update the EC as to what the Hillsdale 

Borough Council has decided to do going forward with this issue. EC Chair Meredith 

Kates has been asked by the Montvale Environmental Commission, what Hillsdale’s 

course of action will be. Kates will follow up with a response to Montvale. The EC 

discussed the possibility of holding information sessions, as a service to inform Hillsdale 

residents on the EAB issue. 

b. Tree Ordinance Status – Frank Pizzella has informed EC Chair Kates that members of the 

Tree Ordinance Review Committee have made some changes to the draft, per legal 

issues. The Mayor also has some issues he would like to discuss, and will meet with 

Frank Pizzella, Ed Alter, Steve Segalis, to do so. Ed Alter will inform the EC as to when 

that meeting is scheduled. 

c. SUEZ Walkway – Woodcliff Lake Councilwoman has indicated to Hillsdale EC member Ed 

Alter, that SUEZ representatives have requested a more expensive (high tech) security 

camera for the project. A proposal will be made to SUEZ for a battery operated, wi-fi 

motion sensor camera, which will be more cost effective and will not require a PSEG 

connection. We hope this option will be accepted. The EPA issue with a Park Ridge 

easement has been resolved.  

 



EC Meeting Minutes - 10/16/2017, continued (page 2 of 3) 

 

d. Borough Arborist – Borough Administrator Jon DeJoseph has said he is consulting with an 

Arborist which he uses for the Borough. The EC still needs clarification as to the Arborist’s 

scope of work within the Town. 

e. Be the Church volunteer clean up – The Borough Council has not yet officially recognized 

Church’s volunteers for their cleanup work at Beechwood Park. Liaison Pizzella is to address 

the issue, and inform the EC.  

 

III. New Business: 

a. Tandy Allen Property – EC meeting guest, Steve Buxbaum and additional concerned 

residents, discussed their recent presentation to the Borough Council, regarding to 

concerns about possible development of the Tandy Allen property (which is in a single 

family residential zone), as an overflow parking lot for Demarest Farms. They feel that 

the property, which has been approved for a three (3) lot single family subdivision, 

would be much better suited for single family homes, rather than changing the zone to 

accommodate a parking lot.  EC Chair Kates recommended that the concerned residents 

attend the upcoming Oct. 26th Borough Council meeting and present their concerns to 

the Borough Council, to address any questions the Council might. Kates also, stated that 

the Environmental Commission would respond to the Borough Council, if the Planning 

Board asks for EC review of any Site Plan Application for the property.  

b. Rec. Dept./EC collaborative committee – The Recreation board has indicated to EC 

Chair Kates, their interest in collaborating with the EC to create more opportunities in 

passive recreation to serve all residents better. Meredith Kates requests that EC 

members interested in being involved in a joint recreation subcommittee, to please 

contact the Recreation Department. 

c. Training Sessions for EC/Planning Board Referrals – In an effort to have additional EC 

members available to review Planning Board Site Plan Application reviews, Chair Kates 

suggests that current review committee members hold informal training meetings with 

those who would be interested in learning. EC member Snieckus will follow up with 

member Cinek, to review former applications, as examples.  

d. Schools/Website – Nothing to report at this time. 

 

IV. Planning/Zoning: 

a. PSEG – EC is still waiting for feedback from PSEG representatives. Scott Raymond will 

follow up with Andrew Lojec at PSEG.  

b. Aeon Gymnastics – Next Planning Board meeting, may get to the EC review of the 

application. 

c. 31 Morris Ave. – Chair Kates waiting for response from Borough Engineer, Chris Statile 

to let us know if the EC can advise on the matter. 
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V. Follow up: 

a. Scouts/Hillsdale Library Nature Trail – Eagle Scout candidate may still be pursuing this 
project, status pending.  

b. Scouts/Beechwood Trail – Eagle Scout work is done. Bat houses are in, benches are in, 
and all looks great. 

c. Car Charging Stations – Member Ed Alter attended an electric car charging station 
webinar, Sept. 19th, sponsored by ANJEC. The take away impression is that installation 
can be technically difficult. However, towns such as Secaucus, and Montclair are heavily 
invested in placing charging stations in town, and would be paid via meters for the 
electricity used. Towns and PSEG may want to collaborate to pay for installation.  

 
         

Meeting adjourned: 8:30 pm 
Next meeting: November 20, 7:00 pm 


