
Hillsdale Environmental Commission 

Minutes – 8/21/2017 

 

Members in attendance: Ed Alter, Bob Cinek, Meredith Kates, Elizabeth Snieckus, Adam Tate, Tom Wiseman 

Members absent: Sachiko Goodyear, Scott Raymond, Jack Stubbs  

Guests:  None 

Meeting open:  7:03 pm 

 

I. General Business: 

a. Adopted minutes from 7/17/2017 meeting - No further action required. 

b. Correspondence, email – No new correspondence. 

 

II. Emerald Ash Borer Presentation: 

a. EAB presentation is tentatively set for Sept. 12 (yet to be confirmed), and EC members 

will give a brief, 15 minute report on the issue. Meredith Kates will give an introduction, 

Elizabeth Snieckus will address the assessment process, Adam Tate will cover remedy 

options, and Scott Raymond will present costs associated with actions to address the 

problem. Members hope to answer any questions the Council may have, after the brief 

presentation. 

 

III. Beechwood Park Festival (formerly known as Town Day): 

a. To be held in Beechwood Park, September 16, 1:00-5;00pm 

b. EC will have a table for EC blog sign ups. Would like to organize tours through the trails, 

and perhaps an edibles demonstration (by Sachiko Goodyear). 

 

IV. Planning/Zoning: 

a. PSEG – No update.  

b. Aeon Gymnastics – Site Plan application is scheduled to be heard in late September. 

c. 31 Morris Ave. – Resident on corner lot, has received a variance for a 6 foot height 

fence on his front and side yard.  Chair Kates discussed possible EC informal review, to 

offer comments to Borough Engineer. 

 

II. Reports/Update Town Events/Advisory: 

a. Be the Church volunteer clean up – An article recognizing Church’s volunteer cleanup 

work at Beechwood Park has been posted on the EC website, and was submitted to local 

papers, but nothing has been published as of yet.  
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b. Eagle Scout Update –  

i. Candidate Matthew Advensky – Scott Raymond indicated that RR Ties have 

been removed at Beechwood, EC waiting for confirmation. 

ii. Candidate Andrew Ewing – Project has been approved, and paper work and 

team are being put together. 

iii. Candidate Myron Theilmeier – EC waiting for update. 

c. Ample Harvest – Program continues to receive positive response from clients and 

organizers. Prepared food samples and recipes continue to make use of the produce 

provided, more successful.  

d. SUEZ Walkway – SUEZ’s representatives have ongoing delays in opening of trail, work 

still needed on Hillsdale portion of property, and trail will not be able to open by end of 

2017 at this point. 

e. PV High School Parking Lot Planting –  

i. Council Member Anthony DeRosa, has informed EC that planting installed with 
the parking lot construction, was improperly done, and wire cages on the root 
balls were never removed, preventing root growth, and causing their decline. 
He indicated that the PVHS grounds manager is communicating with the 
contractor to come up with an alternative to install some type of replacement 
planting before it is too late in the season.  Councilman DeRosa will keep the EC 
updated of progress. 

 
III. Training: 

a. ANJEC 2017 Congress – 44th Annual Environmental Congress will be held Friday, October 
13, 9:00 AM – 4:30 PM, at Mercer County College Conference Center, West Windsor, NJ. 
It will be a statewide gathering of environmental commissioners, state and local 
officials, NJ environmental organizations, and others, to discuss our states environment. 
The event will include workshops, exhibits, speakers, etc. EC Members are invited to 
attend.  

IV. Long Term Projects: 
a. Tree Inventory – Inquiries to Rutgers University on possible graduate students 

conducting a townwide tree inventory. No response has been obtained, as of yet. 
b. Community Forestry – EC Chair Meredith Kates will follow up in researching fees 

associated with hiring a Town Arborist. 
c. Car Charging Stations – Member Ed Alter will research the possibility of providing 

electric car charging station in town, and what possible grants, funding, etc., might be 
available to implement the service. EC Chair recommended that Ed contact James Albe, 
owner of Bee Hive Salon in Hillsdale, to get more information, as he had indicated some 
interest in providing a charging station at his establishment.  

 
         

Meeting adjourned: 8:22 pm 
Next meeting: September 18, 7:00 pm 


