
Hillsdale Environmental Commission 

Minutes – 5/15/2017 

 

Members in attendance: Ed Alter, Bob Cinek, Meredith Kates, Scott Raymond, Elizabeth Snieckus, Adam Tate 

Members absent:  Sachiko Goodyear, Jack Stubbs, Tom Wiseman, EC Liaison Frank Pizzella 

Guests:  None. 

Meeting open:  7:10 pm 

 

I. General Business: 

a. Adopted minutes from 4/17/2017 meeting - No further action required. 

b. Correspondence  

a. Received email from a resident disappointed that Green Fair has been moved 

from Hillsdale. Meredith Kates, responded and explained why, and copied both 

the Environmental Commission Liaison and Hillsdale’s Mayor. 

b. Received a thank you letter for tree donor. 

II. Reports/Update Town Events: 

a. Arbor Day wrap up – Smith School tree was planted too low. Scott & Bob will attempt to 

remedy the situation. Borough review is ongoing. 

b. Town Clean Up Day wrap up – Meredith will finish up Grant paperwork, so Boy Scout 

Troop 108 will get credit. 

c. Helping Hands 25th Anniversary Celebration – Meredith attended, along with 3 

Councilmen, and the new Hillsdale United Methodist Church Animal Ministry Program 

Liaison. The Liaison (Woodliff Lake Resident), offered valuable information regarding 

deer management and animal control practices that Hillsdale might benefit from. 

d. Beechwood Clean Up – Pascack Bible Church is organizing for it’s annual “Be the Church 

Sunday”, June 3rd from 10:00 AM. They estimate 100 parishioners will attend. The 

Church will again do cleanup at Beechwood Park. Church representative Terrance 

Nichols met with EC Vice-Chair Scott Raymond to ask what tasks they can do, and to 

thank the EC for allowing them to do this work. The group would like to do clean up, 

repair benches, spread woodchips and some band shell repair. Scott Raymond has 

arranged for wood mulch to be delivered to the Park. Terrance Nichols has asked if the 

Town can provide funds for materials. Scott Raymond will follow up with John Ruocco 

for information regarding possible funds. EC Member Ed Alter recommends the Church 

get permission from the Borough before doing any band shell repairs. 
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e. Eagle Scout Projects – Eagle Scout candidate Matthew Advensky is requesting guidance 

from the EC on plans to do work at the Beechwood Trail repairs. Work could include trail 

wood planking, benches, bat houses, removal of toxic RR ties. Eagle scout candidate 

Andrew Ewing, is coordinating with EC member Tom Wiseman. Andrew hopes to work 

on Beechwood signage, flagpole improvements, and planting. 

 

III. Municipal Advisory: 

a. Tree Ordinance - Review is ongoing. 

b. Tree Bank Status – Unchanged from last month. 

c. SUEZ Walkway – A meeting to review the Trial Presentation will be held by the State 

Watershed Review Board, this Thursday in Trenton. 

d. ANJEC grant – Hillsdale did not receive the grant, as we were not qualified due to our 

recent grant award. 

 

IV. Planning/Zoning: 

a. Ely Application – Application has been approved. Engineer Chris Statile would like to 

schedule a walkthrough with EC representatives regarding recommendations for 

landscaping. Tom Wiseman and Adam Tate will discuss.  

b. PSEG – Andrew Lojeck of PSEG, will prepare a formal response to the submitted EC 

review comments, after the EC reviews them, the EC can set up a site meeting with 

members and the PSEG team. 

c. Velthaus Application – Plans have been received, and EC Site Plan Review 

subcommittee will review.  

 

II. Work Item: 
 

a. Emerald Ash Borer Recommendations to the Town– The EC discussed aspects of the 

Emerald Ash Borer presence in the Borough and the threats which it poses. There will be 

ongoing discussions as to what actions can and should be taken to manage trees that 

are affected. The EC hopes to prepare thoughtful recommendation to the Borough 

Council in the coming months, on how to thoughtfully and practically address the 

situation given both safety, and financial concerns. Chair Meredith Kates will prepare a 

draft document for EC review. 

 
         

Meeting adjourned: 8:30 pm 
Next meeting: June 19, 7:00 pm 


